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SHEPPARTON & DISTRICT OBEDIENCE DOG CLUB Inc.
Inc. No. A0017293M
PO Box 6230, SHEPPARTON VIC 3632

Derick DEANE
Barbara STADING
Merie HOSIE
Paul GEESON
Julie RAFFERTY
Darryl WALKER

Vern DEARICOTT
Sue POLKINGHORNE
Malcolm MCLEOD
Fred MURLEY
Iola IBRHAIM
Leigh WILLIAMS

LIFE MEMBERS
Paddy DEANE
Val BIRCHELL
Marie MCLELLEN
Kath MURLEY
Chris THOMSON
Helen VERNON

Anna HATTON
Dianne PELL
Olive BARKAUKAS
Les BESWICK
Sharon ALLEN

Cath GRIFFITHS
David BIRCHELL
Marg DELAI
Elva BESWICK
Sharon VAN BUUREN

OFFICE BEARERS AND COMMITTEE 2018/2019
President:
Vice President:
Secretary:
Assistant Secretary:
Treasurer:
Committee:

Paul O’Bryan
0418 114 910 (no calls after 8pm please)
Darryl Walker
5826 6378
(no calls after 8pm please)
Jillien van Bommel
Donna Sharp
Daniel Mitchell
Sharon Allen, Kerryn Buckley, Sharon Daivis,
Marg Delai, Cheryl Jones, Robyn Masterson,
Julie Rafferty, Helen Vernon, Leigh Williams

Trial Manager:
Property Steward:

TBA
Robyn Masterson

Trial Secretary:
Editor:

TBA
Kerryn Buckley /
Jillien Van Bommel

Class Times
Note: Intake for new members is on the 1st Sunday of the Month
Beginners/Newcomers and Novice and above Classes: 9.00am to 9.45am
Intermediate and CCD Classes: 9.45am to 10.45am
Every Sunday – Beginner Class: 9.00am – 9.45am
1st Sunday Fun Agility 9.45 am (Beginners 9.00 am & Intermediate 9.45 am class only Obedience,
no other obedience classes)
2nd Sunday Obedience 9.45 am to 10.45 am, Committee meeting 11am
3rd Sunday Obedience 9.45 am to 10.45 am, Agility/Rally-O 10.45am to 11.45am
4th Sunday Obedience 9.45am to 10.45am, Graduation practise: 10.45am to 11.45am

Heat Policy

When the weather forecast for Sunday in the Northern Country is 36 deg, or above as
declared on the prior Saturday night, there will be no training on Sunday morning even if the
weather forecast is revised.
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PRESIDENT’S PAGE
Welcome to all new and returning members to 2019, hopefully this year is full of exciting things and
fulfilment for you and your doggo’s.
Wow we had a big beginner’s class to start the year off 18 no less, not quite a record but it is defiantly up
there, and it is my hope that you all gain some good experience and make some new friends along the
way. I think this is the time to add in here for all those dogs that do well at home but not in public... it’s a
large reason many attend club. YOU need to “normalise” their behaviours. Of course, Fido trains well at
home in a controlled environment, the KEY is progressing and normalising. Perfect the things you want
them to do at home and in stages take them from the safe backyard/house, then to the front yard, then
the local park and so on ingraining those things you have taught them so that its “normal” for them to do
as instructed when in a differing environment to what they are used to with increased distractions. If you
suffer a setback or you become frustrated your choices are either,
1. STOP. Finish by doing one good exercise that they do well and then end the training
2. OR if not frustrated go back a step get it right and try again.
Remember the three P’s Practice, Patience and Perseverance? 5 to 10 minutes each night of quality time
spent with them is so very rewarding for both you and them and like a child it’s about the limit of their
attention spans and some of us too! (High value special treats and toys that they only get for training can
work wonders too)
It’s probably a timely reminder that I say it is YOUR club, so do not be afraid to pop up to the club room
and have a cuppa and a chin wag after training. It is probably also a good time to remind all members of
some of the club’s rules new and existing;
•
•

•

Dogs are not permitted in the club rooms, crates have been established on the deck for instructors
etc to “park” their friends in while offering you training.
“Give me space” if a handler is wearing this vest it means exactly that, they themselves may have
an issue we are trying to overcome, their dog may be reactive or in recovery, the dog may even
have a deficit like blindness. Ask to approach first like any other dog, and ONLY with permission
and after hearing how they want to proceed should you approach (they know their dogs attitude,
body language and signs best), some dogs may be put back substantially and months of good work
goes down the drain with just one poor encounter!
General safety, please ensure that you have the correct and sturdy (read robust) equipment for
training, a good quality lead and collar are a MUST (I prefer a martingale collar and leather lead
which doesn’t bite into my hand). Please ensure you wear enclosed footwear and for the ladies
avoid dresses too.

Getting onto some housekeeping issues; Committee members are just the same as everyone else however
they dedicate a large portion of their time to enriching the club and I would like to say thank you to them
all. They all love to answer your questions and give their time, however if you have questions to ask or
need to pay/organise equipment etc please allow time before or after classes. Too many instructors and
committee are foregoing training their own dogs consistently week after week because of it, so to that
end the club will not be taking monies or filling forms in etc once classes commence each week (from 9am
to 10:45am) I urge you to ensure that you do this before or after class only so that they do not continue
to miss out.
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Coming back from Christmas break it was discovered our fridge had died, rest assured we have this well
in hand and the committee has authorised the purchase of a new fridge that will hopefully give us another
14 years of service too! I only mention this as I believe it is important for the membership to know how
and where their club fees are spent and that we are not simply banking it but investing in the clubs
continued growth and for the benefit of members present and future.
Quickly on upcoming special training. Our acting Chief Instructor Leigh Williams and I are planning our
annual tracking workshop for those interested in learning a great sport and dates will be published in due
course, and DogsVic Obedience and Rally Judge Yvonne Ross has also offered to attend Shepparton to
give us a free trialling obedience/rally workshop with a date to be confirmed.
Update on the club rules and constitution that is being reformulated to adhere to new legal requirements.
We (the working subcommittee) almost have a final draft. Once the Constitution, rules and some new
policies are finalised we will post them on the club website and Facebook pages and have a 21 day
comment/review period. It will then go to a special general meeting (which I encourage all members to
attend) to vote upon. Regarding the SGM that will need to be called for this change it is no secret that
many of our long-term members would like to re affiliate with Dogs Victoria including myself. Whilst a
large portion of members solely come to gain a certain level of obedience with Fido and want nothing
more than that and then leave us after 4 to 8 weeks, as a good steward of the club, looking to the future
and reflecting upon the past; I have asked myself two questions during our break “What are we doing for
the benefit of long term members?” and the other was “What can we do to engage our new members
and retain them?”
“What are we doing for the benefit of long-term members?” the answer to this was unfortunately very
little. The core group of people present year in and out give tirelessly with no reward asked for or received
barring a sincere thanks. Re affiliation will gain the club more credibility within the district and the dog
community in Victoria, while also enabling trials/competitions to be held here at HOME thus adding value
to their memberships rather than see many of these people travelling very large distances to do
something they could do right here. It would also have the added benefit of bringing funds into the club
to further enhance and replace equipment etc. A large objection previously had been the cost of
insurances which I believe is a mute point, the per person cost of coverage for non Dogs Vic members of
the club would be $8.00 for the year which is very manageable. The other has been that Dogs Vic do so
little but take our money, in talks with the wider dog community there is an abundance of judges,
stewards, DV reps and other clubs that would love to see us get back to trialling, being successful and
further enhance the options for the dog world in Northern Vic/southern NSW and have offered their
services to us. To that end it is timely that our constitution is being revamped at the moment as I will be
adding an item to the SGM calling for a vote on re affiliation with DogsVic. The constitution revamp will
include language that enables the club to stay “Nonaffiliated” or “Affiliated” without the need to revise it
again; kind of a one size fits all approach.
To speak about the second “What can we do to engage our new members and retain them?”, the
committee is looking at a new structure to the training program, the hour each week spent is not so much
about training the dogs as it is about educating people; and to get a lot of this info out sometimes people
end up standing around bored as a post or fidgeting with their dog and not paying attention, the dogs just
get to see their mates! To that end the new structure may be revised to a club “induction” on one night
ahead of the day classes commencing (no dogs just people for the induction night so as to lessen the
distraction), highlighting all the information, club rules, who’s who in the zoo, and what to expect during
the training classes etc which would get a lot of the theory out of the way and then potentially a 6 week
beginners program so that all those basics are embedded correctly with the handlers and the instructors
can focus on reinforcing the theory learnt instead of having people at a standstill half the class.
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Hopefully this will achieve a more engaged and happy membership with fast paced FUN engagement
between instructors, members and their companions and these new members will hopefully actively seek
more ways to become engaged in club activities.
That’s a lot but it’s about all I have this month, see you around the grounds and if you have any questions
ask me or a committee member (Before 9 or after 1045).
Happy training!
Paul

WELCOME TO THE FOLLOWING NEW MEMBERS
Please remember to wear your name badge each week. This is the only way
instructors get to know your name as they have no problem recognising your dog.
Member:

Dogs Name:

Breed of Dog

Vanessa Torney

Ruger

American Staffy

Aneesha Sehkar

Harley

Rottweiler

Graeme, Jenny & Georgie Banjo
Tucknott

Blue Heeler x Staffy

Julie Burns

Silky

Cash

Maree, Darren & Andrew Luna
Barnden

Kelpie x Heeler

Jerome Lawson

Red & Spot

Kelpie x Heeler

Cindy McKenzie

Wilbur

Cockalier

Amit Lakkaraju

Macy

German Shepherd

Damir Sabic

Chase

German Shepherd

Claire Stillard

Ollie

Collie x

Peter Gibson

Luka

German Shepherd

Jennifer Wilson

Charlie

Australian Sheppard

Melissa Campbell

Lolly

Labrador x Mareema

Kaye Kuch

Luna

Golden Retriever

Leah & Danny

Conan

American Staffy

Stephanie Tregear

Harper

Kelpie

Abby Zaat

Mollie

Heeler x Borde Collie

Emma & Lachlan Scott

Zeb & Zara

German Shepherd
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Life Membership Awarded
Congratulations to club member Helen Vernon for receiving a Life Membership to
the Shepparton & District Obedience Dog Club for her services to the Club over
many years. Very well deserved! Below are details from her nomination:
Helen joined the club with Jip in October 2010 and immediately began progressing
through the classes. She joined the Committee and became Vice President in 2013
and President in 2015 until 2018. Helen has worked tirelessly for the Club even
when ill health slowed her down. She has been an instructor, judge at graduations
days (always promoting these days and has been a leader of scenting workshops as
well as assisting newcomers and more experienced with Rally O as well as being a
leader and participant in Country Link Days.
Helen has run up frequent flyer points travelling to competitions in Rally,
Obedience, Jumping and Agility. At all times promoting the Shepparton Club. Helen
has achieved a first for the SDODC with Jip achieving Rally Champion Title. Helen
has always had the betterment of the Club at heart.
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REMINDER
Memberships for 2019 are now due. The membership year runs from 1st
October to 30th September each calendar year.
Membership Fees are due for Renewal until 28th February 2019.
If you fail to renew before 28th February 2019, you will be required to
pay the joining fee again.

OH&S REMINDER
Please wear appropriate footwear when training your dog in class
No thongs,
If your dog steps on a thong, you can fall and may
need medical attention, plus the noise from
thongs can distract or upset your own dog or other
dogs. Long coats and flappy skirts/dresses can also
distract your dog from training.
WARNING: Please do not touch or walk close to
unattended dogs that are tied to a fence or post
etc. This also includes dogs that are in crates
.

‘When dogs are tethered or contained they see the area around
them as “their” space and will protect it. Be aware and walk
about 2 metres away from them.
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One a sad note, one of the Club’s Honorary Member, Kevin Felmingham from Wangaratta
Obedience Dob Club lost his dog Bronson last month due to heatstroke.
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Shepparton Veterinary Clinic
2 Wanganui Road, Shepparton
03 5821 3188
Our Veterinary Hospital provides modern,
professional and affordable health care for
your pets. We aim to make your pet feel at
ease in our clinic with a caring and gentle
approach to treatment and consultations. Our
dedicated staff and leading veterinarians are
all passionate about pets and avid animal
lovers.

Serving the GV Region for over 55 years
•
•
•

Drive Thru Service
Nationwide Warranty
Car, 4WD, Tractors, Marine,
Motorcycles and Motorhomes

www.marshallbatteriesshepparton.com.au

34 North Street, Shepparton

03 5831 8990
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With the extreme heat we have been experiencing in the Goulburn Valley this year it is
important to know the signs of Heatstroke.
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Dr Anna Richards BVSC.
and Associates
103 McLennan St
P O Box 231,
MOOROOPNA VIC 3629
Phone 03 5825 3911
Fax: 03 5825 3229
www.causewayvet.com.au
Anna & Sue welcomes you to the Causeway Veterinary Clinic, and offer a full range of veterinary
services for small animals, they are as dedicated to looking after your animal, as they are to their
own. This family owned business has operated for many years providing the ultimate in pet care
for your beloved family members.

THE BEST LITTLE
PAW HOUSE
Quality Grooming
for all Breeds
Modern Salon
State of the Art Equipment
Grooming and Clipping
Hydro bath and Drying
Nails Trimmed

Call Today - 5822 4030

Email: pawhouse@optusnet.com.au
6

D

ki Rd Sh
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Handlers
If you forget to bring treats
to class, remember the
Club has bags of sausage
available for $2.00 a bag.

for all your pet care needs
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PROGRESSION THROUGH THE OBEDIENCE CLASSES:
Beginner Class:
Exercises are basic – loose lead walking, sit, stay, drop, recall and turns
Intermediate:
Exercises same as Beginner Class plus –
• Heel pattern with Figure 8, Stand for Examination, Sit Stays, Stand and Drop, Change of
Pace
Community Companion Dog – CCD:
All of the above exercises to Trial level plus
• Dumbbell and Finish
Novice - CD:
All of the above exercises to Trial level plus
• Change of Position, Off Lead work, longer timed Sit and Drop Stays
Open - CDX:
All of the above exercises to Trial level plus
• Heel Free, Broad Jump, Dumbbell Retrieve over the Solid Jump, Dumbbell Retrieve on
the Flat, Distance Control, Drop on Recall plus Out of Sight Sit and Drop Stays
Utility Dog and Utility Dog Excellent – UD & UDX:
These two classes are the top two obedience levels and will be taught on request.

FOR A VET WHO
KNOWS YOUR PET

We have a dedicated team of small and large animal veterinarians offering a
range of services including routine health care, diagnostic, surgical and
reproductive procedures.
WE PROVIDE A 24 HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE 7 DAYS PER WEEK
www.tatvet.com.au
You can find us at:
Tatura Vet Clinic
29 Ross Street, Tatura
03 5824 1755

Mooroopna Vet Clinic
71 Echuca Road, Mooroopna
03 5825 3511
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The Club polo shirts and zip front
fleece jackets are now available.
Check out your size in the Clubhouse.
Colour: Royal blue with white trim plus club logo.
Fabric: Driwear mini-waffle knit, easy care.
Polos: $30 each, Zip Front Fleece Jackets: - $38 each

Club Merchandise Items for Sale
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Club badges (enamel) $6,50
Club cloth decals
Correction chains-quality steel, various prices
Dog leads (soft) - from $8.50
Dumbbells -from $10 (plastic, floats in water)
Liver Treats $3.50
Pigs ears $1.70
Ponchos and Harnesses (various sizes)

“Please give me space”
At some time, you will see someone wearing these
vests. Please respect a member and their dog
when wearing this fluro yellow vest and keep a
reasonable distance away from the dog. If possible attract the handler’s
attention before approaching. Remember not all dogs are 100%
confident or friendly, they may be scared, or reactive around other
dogs, or being rehabilitated which is why they are attending the club
classes. If you wish to use a vest please speak to one of the instructors.
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Kobi’s Korney Krackers
Three boys see a fire engine with a dog go by and discuss what his job is. ‘Crowd
control?’ says one boy. ‘He’s the mascot.’ says the second boy. The third boy nods
sagely: ‘He finds fire hydrants.’
Walking past a veterinary clinic, a woman noticed a small boy and his dog waiting
outside. ‘Are you here to see Dr Meyer?’ she asked. ‘Yes,’ the boy said. ‘I’m having
my dog put in neutral.’
Q: How did the little Scottish dog feel when he saw a monster?
A: Terrier-fied!
Q: Why did the dog cross the road?
A: To get to the "barking" lot!
Q: What is it called when a cat wins a dog show?
A: A CAT-HAS-TROPHY!
Q: What kind of dog does Dracula have?
A: A bloodhound!
Q: What happened when the dog went to the flea circus?
A: He stole the show!
Q: What do you get if you cross a gold dog with a telephone?
A: A golden receiver!
Q: What does my dog and my phone have in common?
A: They both have collar I.D.
Q: What do you get if you cross a Beatle and an Australian dog?
A: Dingo Starr!
Q: What do you call a dog magician?
A: A labracadabrador.
Q: What do you get when you cross a race dog with a bumble bee?
A: a Greyhound Buzz.
Q: What do you call a large dog that meditates?
A: Aware wolf.
Q: Why did the dog need help on his Pros and Cons chart?
A: He was CON-fused!
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Upcoming Trials:
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SHEPPARTON & DISTRICT
OBEDIENCE DOG CLUB INC.
ESTABLISHED 1974

PO Box 6230, SHEPPARTON VIC 3632
Email: sheppartonobedience@gmail.com
Website: www.sheppartonobedience.net
CHAS JOHNSON RESERVE
Cnr Balaclava Road and Packham Street, SHEPPARTON
BEGINNER CLASS Starts 9.00 am: 1st Sunday of each month February to
November
Bring current vaccination certificate, toy/food for positive
reinforcement.

Basic Obedience to high competition standard taught, plus
Agility/Jumping, Rally-O, Tracking, Flyball
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