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October / November 2025 
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Established 1974 
 
 

 

Note: Articles appearing in this Newsletter are considered to be of interest to our readers and do not necessarily express the opinions of the 
Committee of Editor of the S&DODC Inc. Who accept no responsibility for the accuracy of claims made by the advertisers in this Newsletter. 
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SHEPPARTON & DISTRICT OBEDIENCE DOG CLUB Inc. 
Inc. No. A0017293M 

PO Box 6230, SHEPPARTON VIC 3632 
 

LIFE MEMBERS 
Derick DEANE Vern DEARICOTT Paddy DEANE Anna HATTON Cath GRIFFITHS 

Barbara STADING Sue POLKINGHORNE Val BIRCHELL Dianne PELL David BIRCHELL 

Merle HOSIE Malcolm MCLEOD Marie MCLELLEN Olive BARKAUKAS Marg DELAI 

Paul GEESON Fred MURLEY Kath MURLEY Les BESWICK Elva BESWICK 

Julie RAFFERTY Iola IBRHAIM Chris THOMSON Sharon ALLEN Sharon VAN BUUREN 

Darryl WALKER Leigh WILLIAMS Helen VERNON Paul O’BRYAN  

 

OFFICE BEARERS AND COMMITTEE 2024/2025 
President: Leigh Williams 0419 315 991 (no private numbers, no calls after 8pm please) 

Vice President: Helen Vernon 0418141741 (no private numbers, no calls after 8pm please) 

Secretary: Barb Lloyd 0402507506 (no private numbers, no calls after 8pm please) 

Treasurer: Vacant (Leigh Williams Acting Treasurer) 
Committee: Marie Atsidakos, Marg Delai, Alicia Jones, Kellie Mclinden, 
 Melissa Moore, Julie Rafferty, David Sanford, Tracey Simons, Maree Stagoll 

 
 

Class Times 
Tricks:   10:45 to 11+:45am  

Beginners:  9:00am to 9:45am 

Intermediate A 10.00am to 10.45am 

Intermediate B 10.00am to 10.45am 

CCD   10.00am to 10.45am 

Novice and above 9.00am to 9.45am 

Graduation testing held on the last Sunday of March, May, July, 

September and October with a 9am Start 

 

 
 

Heat Rule 
 

When the weather forecast for Sunday by the BOM for Shepperton is 36 deg, or 
above as declared on the prior Saturday night, there will be no training on Sunday 
morning even if the weather forecast is revised. 

Handlers 

If you forget to bring treats to 

class, remember the Club has 

bags of appropriate treats for $2 

a bag.  
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Presidents Page – October 2025 
 

I would like to welcome all our new members that have joined, I hope you are enjoying 
spending time with your dog and learning some new skills that you can take away and 
practice and perfect, remember the dogs doing out of sight stays in the top class did not 
just practice on a Sunday morning, it takes lots of small fun training and practice to get to 
that level, or if you want a well-rounded family pet that is a joy to take for a walk or on 
family outings, sitting quietly at the table while you have a coffee or lunch! 
If you have been in the club house recently you may have noticed a few changes, we have 
installed our new carpet at a working bee, thank you to everyone that attended and helped 
out, it is true that many hands make lite work with all the old carpet removed and new 
carpet installed in 3 hours, a great effort, and it has come up very well. 
The other new addition is a split system air conditioner; this was required after our gas 
heater failed. The new unit provides the advantage of heating and cooling to keep us 
comfortable on the cold winter mornings as well as cool on the hot summer Sunday 
mornings! 
If is fantastic to see so many local members that continue to be out competing and gaining 
strong passes and results, or not quiet getting there but learning from their experiences and 
feedback to continue to improve. We love the pride that members come back with and 
show off their ribbons or even just share their stories from their travels around the state for 
competitions. 
We had our graduation at the end of September, congratulations to all those that passed, it 
was great to see 5 members pass intermediate and progress to the next level to continue to 
improve their skills. It was good to see many people give it a go, please take the feedback 
provided as constructive and use it as a guide for areas to work on. My result on the day 
(for the second graduation in a row) was a good reminder that you are not going to pass 
every time and will always have areas to work on, the first time it was stand for exam, this 
time it was recall, which in training we do not normally have an issue with, sometimes it 
just does not come together on the day, but there is always next time! 
Keep an eye out for a date for our end of year break up at the start of December, yes it will 
be here before we know it, a great day to catch up and recognise good performances 
during the year. 
We have our AGM on the 12/10, our club survives based on our volunteers, we have an 
ongoing challenge to have enough instructors to cover our classes, I would ask all to 
consider becoming involved, it is very rewarding and provides a different perspective, if you 
are interested please talk to me or one of the committee members. 
I have heard several reports of snakes being out and about with the recent warm weather, 
please be careful in high-risk areas, keep your dog on the lead when out and about and take 
the time to make sure your yard is clean and tidy and reduce hiding spots, it’s the perfect 
time for a bit of spring cleaning to help keep your dog safe. 
Kind Regards, 
Leigh Williams 
President 
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PROGRESSION THROUGH THE OBEDIENCE CLASSES: 
 
 
 

Beginner Class: First 4 weeks at the club 
Exercises are basic – loose lead walking, sit, stay, drop, recall and turns 

 

Intermediate A: Next 4 weeks at the club 
 
Building on what you have learnt in beginners with exercises leading into Intermediate B 
Exercises are – loose lead walking, sit, stay, drop, recall and turns 
 
Intermediate B: 
Building on your previous classes we now progress to – 

• Heel pattern with, Sit, Drop, Stand, change of pace, Figure 8, Sit (or stand) for Examination, Sit 

Stays 
o Requires graduation pass to train at the next level, Exercises taught in class are 

the focus of the graduation. Graduation to be performed without food 
 

Community Companion Dog – CCD: 
All of the above exercises to Trial level plus 

• Finish 
o Requires graduation pass to trial conditions for next level 

 

Novice - CD: 
All of the above exercises to Trial level plus 

• Change of Position, Off Lead work, longer timed Sit and Drop Stays 
o Requires graduation pass to trial conditions for next level 

 

Open - CDX: 
All of the above exercises to Trial level plus 

• Heel Free, Broad Jump, Dumbbell Retrieve over the Solid Jump, Dumbbell Retrieve on the Flat, 
Distance Control, Drop on Recall plus Out of Sight Sit and Drop Stays 

o Requires graduation pass to trial conditions for next level 
 

Utility Dog and Utility Dog Excellent – UD & UDX: 
These two classes are the top two obedience levels and will be taught on request. 
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Intermediate – Judge – Leigh Williams 
(Qualifying score – 85 points) 

Place Name Dog Score 

1 Sandra Coyne Maggie 195 

2 Lana Belousova Marshall 190 

3 Hanna Doyle Imme 180 

3 Meg Wilson Daisy 180 

Community Companion Dog – Judge – Dave Sanford 
(Qualifying score – 85 points) 

Place Name Dog Score 

1 Cameron Perkins Flynn 72 NQ 

2 Leig Williams Ella 67 NQ 

3 Brogan Doyle Lola 40 NQ 

Novice – Judge – Melissa Moore/Julie Rafferty 
(Qualifying score – 170 points) 

Place Name Dog Score 

1 Maree Stagoll Anzac 177 

2 Andrea Taylor Clarence 167 NQ 

3 Caroline Colby Lucy 70 NQ 

 
 

HIGHEST SCORING OBEDIENCE MEMBER 

 
September Graduation 

 

Sandra Coyne 
with 

Maggie 
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WELCOME TO THE FOLLOWING NEW MEMBERS 

 

   
        SEPTEMBER     

   

Name Dog Breed 
DEVGAN, KARAN CHURRO CORGI 
PROCTOR, KAYLA CHEVY GWP 

BREARLEY, JEN JACK BORDER COLLIE 
HUISKEN, MELANIE BLAIZE GSP 

BLACK, DAVID MARLEY JACK RUSSEL 
GEORGE LAYLAND-

GREAVES GAVIN AIREDALE 

 
OCTOBER 

 
Name Dog Breed 

ALEXANDER, MEG GRACIE LABRADOR RETRIEVER 
DAVIS, CECILY PARKER LABRADOR X 
HALL, ANNE MILLIE CAVOODLE 
LEMKE, ANITA LORRAINE GWP 
PURCHASE, AMY TONKA STAFFY X 
MENHENETT, LISA & TEAGAN MISSY BORDER COLLIE 

 

 

For all members, please remember to wear your name badge 
each week. This helps the instructors learn your names and not 
just address your dog (we tend to remember them). 
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Performance Titles 
 

A reminder to members who have received performance titles this year. Please complete 
the  

“Notification of Titles” form and the Attachment form for Tricks available from the club 
web site. 

 
Receipt of this form triggers the title label for the photo of your dog on the title wall (you 

provide the club with a 5” x 7” head shot of your lovely dog and the club provides the photo 
frame). This form also assists the end of year trophy winners. 

Please hand form/s to Julie Rafferty.  
Cut off date is 31 October 2025. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

  



Page 8 of 14  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Just a reminder for next year that we will be back on the 1st of February and 
renewals will be due by the end of February. Please bring your most recent 
vaccination certificates and if you have a Dogs Victoria Membership proof of 
registration.

 

7th 2025 
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OHS&S REMINDERS 

 

Please wear appropriate footwear when training your dog in class   No thongs. 

If your dog steps on a thong, you can fall and 
may need medical attention, plus the noise 
from thongs can distract or upset your own 
dog or other dogs. Long coats and flappy 
skirts/dresses can also distract your dog 
from training. 

 
 

WARNING: Please do not touch or walk close to 

unattended dogs that are tied to a fence or post etc. This also 
includes dogs that are in crates.  
‘When dogs are tethered or contained, they see the area around 
them as “their” space and will protect it. Be aware and walk at 
least 2 meters away from them. You shouldn’t be patting or 
interacting with a tethered or crated dog without permission 
from the owner. 

 

 

 “Please give me space” 

At some time, you may see someone wearing a 

vest like this. Please respect a fellow member and 

their dog when they are wearing this Fluro yellow 

vest and keep a reasonable distance away from 

the dog. ALWAYS attract the handler’s attention 

before approaching. Remember not all dogs are 

100% confident or friendly, they may be scared, or 

reactive around other dogs, they may be 

recovering from injury or being rehabilitated 

which is why they are attending the club classes. If 

you wish to use a vest, please speak to one of the 

instructors.  
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The Club polo shirts and zip front 

fleece jackets are now available. 

Check out your size in the Clubhouse. 
 

Colour: Royal blue with white trim plus club logo. 

Fabric: Driwear mini-waffle knit, easy care. 

Polos: $30 each, Zip Front Fleece Jackets: - $38 each 

Club Merchandise Items for Sale 
 

Collars to fit your needs 

Dog leads (soft) - from $8.50 

Dumbbells -from $10 (plastic, floats in 

water) Liver Treats $3.50 
 
Just ask a committee member to help if you need 
anything 
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A WORD FROM 

OUR SPONSORS 
 

PLEASE SUPPORT OUR SPONSORS, THEY SUPPORT YOUR CLUB. 

 

REMEMBER WHEN YOU SHOP AT OR GO TO ANY OF OUR SPONSOR  

BUSINESSES LET THEM KNOW YOU ARE FROM THE CLUB 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Dr Anna Richards BVSC. 

and Associates 
 

103 McLennan St 
P O Box 231, 

MOOROOPNA VIC 3629 
Phone 03 5825 3911 

Fax: 03 5825 3229 
 

www.causewayvet.com.au 
 

Anna & Sue welcome you to the Causeway Veterinary Clinic and offer a full range of veterinary services for 
small animals, they are as dedicated to looking after your animal as they are to their own. This family-owned 
business has operated for many years providing the ultimate in pet care for your beloved family members. 

  

http://www.causewayvet.com.au/
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EVERY MAN AND HIS DOG STILL GO TO GV BATTERIES 
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SHEPPARTON & DISTRICT 
OBEDIENCE DOG CLUB INC. 

ESTABLISHED 1974 
 

PO Box 6230, SHEPPARTON VIC 3632 

Email: sheppartonobedience@gmail.com 

Website: www.sheppartonobedience.net 

CHAS JOHNSON RESERVE 

Cnr Balaclava Road and Packham Street, SHEPPARTON 

BEGINNER CLASS Starts 9.00 am: 1st Sunday of each month February to 

November 

Bring current vaccination certificate, toy/food for positive reinforcement. 
 

 

Basic Obedience to high competition standard taught,  

plus, Agility/Jumping, Rally-O, Tricks, Scent work 

 
 

mailto:sheppartonobedience@gmail.com
http://www.sheppartonobedience.net/

