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August / September 2025 

THE GROWLER 
 

 

Newsletter of the 
 

Established 1974 
 
 

 

Note: Articles appearing in this Newsletter are considered to be of interest to our readers and do not necessarily express the opinions of the 
Committee of Editor of the S&DODC Inc. Who accept no responsibility for the accuracy of claims made by the advertisers in this Newsletter. 
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SHEPPARTON & DISTRICT OBEDIENCE DOG CLUB Inc. 
Inc. No. A0017293M 

PO Box 6230, SHEPPARTON VIC 3632 
 

LIFE MEMBERS 
Derick DEANE Vern DEARICOTT Paddy DEANE Anna HATTON Cath GRIFFITHS 

Barbara STADING Sue POLKINGHORNE Val BIRCHELL Dianne PELL David BIRCHELL 

Merle HOSIE Malcolm MCLEOD Marie MCLELLEN Olive BARKAUKAS Marg DELAI 

Paul GEESON Fred MURLEY Kath MURLEY Les BESWICK Elva BESWICK 

Julie RAFFERTY Iola IBRHAIM Chris THOMSON Sharon ALLEN Sharon VAN BUUREN 

Darryl WALKER Leigh WILLIAMS Helen VERNON Paul O’BRYAN  

 

OFFICE BEARERS AND COMMITTEE 2024/2025 
President: Leigh Williams 0419 315 991 (no private numbers, no calls after 8pm please) 

Vice President: Helen Vernon 0418141741 (no private numbers, no calls after 8pm please) 

Secretary: Barb Lloyd 0402507506 (no private numbers, no calls after 8pm please) 

Treasurer: Vacant (Leigh Williams Acting Treasurer) 
Committee: Marie Atsidakos, Marg Delai, Alicia Jones, Kellie Mclinden, 
 Melissa Moore, Julie Rafferty, David Sanford, Tracey Simons, Maree Stagoll 

 
 

Class Times 
Tricks:   10:45 to 11+:45am  

Beginners:  9:00am to 9:45am 

Intermediate A 10.00am to 10.45am 

Intermediate B 10.00am to 10.45am 

CCD   10.00am to 10.45am 

Novice and above 9.00am to 9.45am 

Graduation testing held on the last Sunday of March, May, July, 

September and October with a 9am Start 

 

 
 

Heat Rule 
 

When the weather forecast for Sunday by the BOM for Shepperton is 36 deg, or 
above as declared on the prior Saturday night, there will be no training on Sunday 
morning even if the weather forecast is revised. 

Handlers 

If you forget to bring treats to 

class, remember the Club has 

bags of appropriate treats for $2 

a bag.  
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Presidents Page 
 

 

I would like to welcome all our new members that have joined, I hope you are enjoying spending time with 
your dog and learning some new skills that you can take away and practice and perfect, remember the dogs 
doing out of sight stays in the top class did not just practice on a Sunday morning, it takes lots of small fun 
training and practice to get to that level, or if you want a well-rounded family pet that is a joy to take for a walk 
or on family outings. 
It is fantastic to see so many local members out competing and gaining strong passes and results or not quite 
getting there but learning from their experiences and feedback to continue to improve. We love the pride that 
members come back with and show off their ribbons or even just share their stories from their travels around 
the state for competitions. 
We had our graduation at the end of July, and it was good to see many people give it a go, please take the 
feedback provided as constructive and use it as a guide for areas to work on. My result on the day was a good 
reminder that you are not going to pass every time and will always have areas to work on! Take heart that 
even some of our top handlers still have areas that they need to work on like drop on recall and stand for 
exam, yes, this one causes issues for even the best handlers!! 
Keep an eye out for a date for our AGM and the opening of nominations for committee positions, we are a 
volunteer run club and the more the load can be shared the easier it is for all. We have not had a Treasurer 
appointed at the AGM for several years and it would be great if we could have someone that was interested in 
completing this role. If you are interested in becoming more involved in the running of the club, please let Barb 
or myself know, you will be very welcome. 
The weekend weather was fabulous and the forecast for this week looks great as well, perfect weather to get 
out and spend time with your dogs, remember that a little bit of training and exposure to different 
environments can make your dog think and be more tiring and rewarding for your dog than a long walk or run, 
and the more they exercise the fitter they get and the further they can go, you will run out of energy well 
before them! Exercise is important but so is stimulation and learning something new, they love it. 
 
Kind Regards, 
Leigh Williams 
President 
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PROGRESSION THROUGH THE OBEDIENCE CLASSES: 
 
 
 

Beginner Class: First 4 weeks at the club 
Exercises are basic – loose lead walking, sit, stay, drop, recall and turns 

 

Intermediate A: Next 4 weeks at the club 
 
Building on what you have learnt in beginners with exercises leading into Intermediate B 
Exercises are – loose lead walking, sit, stay, drop, recall and turns 
 
Intermediate B: 

Building on your previous classes we now progress to – 

• Heel pattern with, Sit, Drop, Stand, change of pace, Figure 8, Sit (or stand) for Examination, Sit Stays 
o Requires graduation pass to train at the next level, Exercises taught in class are the 

focus of the graduation. Graduation to be performed without food 
 

Community Companion Dog – CCD: 
All of the above exercises to Trial level plus 

• Finish 
o Requires graduation pass to trial conditions for next level 

 

Novice - CD: 

All of the above exercises to Trial level plus 

• Change of Position, Off Lead work, longer timed Sit and Drop Stays 
o Requires graduation pass to trial conditions for next level 

 

Open - CDX: 
All of the above exercises to Trial level plus 

• Heel Free, Broad Jump, Dumbbell Retrieve over the Solid Jump, Dumbbell Retrieve on the Flat, 
Distance Control, Drop on Recall plus Out of Sight Sit and Drop Stays 

o Requires graduation pass to trial conditions for next level 
 

Utility Dog and Utility Dog Excellent – UD & UDX: 
These two classes are the top two obedience levels and will be taught on request. 
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-I'm a MALINOIS 
Over skilled among dogs, I excel in all disciplines and I'm always ready to work I NEED to work. Nowadays I get 
asked to chill on the couch all day every day. 
 
-I am an AKITA INU 
My ancestors were selected for fighting bears. 
Today I get asked to be tolerant and I get scolded for my reactivity when another approaches me. 
 
-I am a BEAGLE 
When I chase my prey, I raise my voice so the hunters could follow. 
Today they put an electric collar on me to shut up, and you make me come back to you - no running - with a 
snap of your fingers. 
 
-I am a YORKSHIRE TERRIER 
I was a terrifying rat hunter in English mines. 
Today they think I can't use my legs and they always hold me in their arms. 
 
-I'm a LABRADOR RETRIEVER 
My vision of happiness is a dive into a pond to bring back the duck he shot to my master. 
Today you forget I'm a walking, running, swimming dog; as a result I'm fat, made to stay indoors, and to 
babysit. 
 
-I am a JACK RUSSELL 
I can take on a fox, a mean badger, and a rat bigger than me in his den. 
Today I get scolded for my character and high energy, and forced to turn into a quiet living room dog. 
 
-I am a SIBERIAN HUSKY 
Experienced the great, wide open spaces of Northern Europe, where I could drag sleds for long distances at 
impressive speeds. 
Today I only have the walls of the house or small garden as a horizon, and the holes I dig in the ground just to 
release energy and frustration, trying to stay sane. 
 
-I am a BORDER COLLIE 
I was made to work hours a day in partnership with my master, and I am an unmistakable artist of working 
with the herd. 
Today they are mad at me because, for lack of sheep, I try to check bikes, cars, children in the house and 
everything in motion. 
 
I am ... 
I am a 21st century dog. 
I'm pretty, I'm alert, I'm obedient, I stay in a bag...but I'm also an individual who, from centuries of training, 
needs to express my instincts, and I am *not* suited for the sedentary life you'd want me to lead. 
 
Spending eight hours a day alone in the house or in the garden - with no work and no one to play or run with, 
seeing you for a short time in the evening when you get home, and only getting a small toilet walk will make 
me deeply unhappy. 
 
I'll express it by barking all day, turning your yard into a minefield, doing my needs indoors, being 
unmanageable the rare times I'll find myself outside, and sometimes spending my days sunk, sad, lonely, and 
depressed, on my pillow. 
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You may think that I should be happy to be able to enjoy all this comfort while you go to work, but actually I’ll 
be exhausted and frustrated, because this is absolutely NOT what I'm meant to do, or what I need to be doing. 
 
If you love me, if you've always dreamed of me, if my beautiful blue eyes or my athletic look make you want 
me, but you can't give me a real dog's life, a life that's really worth living according to my breed, and if you 
can't offer me the job that my genes are asking, DO NOT buy or adopt me! 
 
If you like the way I look but aren't willing to accept my temperament, gifts, and traits derived from long 
genetic selection, and you think you can change them with only your good will, then DO NOT BUY OR ADOPT 
ME. 
 
I’m a dog from the 21st century, yes, but deep inside me, the one who fought, the one who hunted, the one 
who pulled sleds, the one who guided and protected a herd still lives within. 
 
So think **very** carefully before you choose your dog. And think about getting two, rather than one, so I 
won't be so very lonely waiting for you all day. 
 
Eight or ten hours is just a workday to you, but it's an eternity for me to be alone. 
 
poem/blogpost from cynopolis.fr, translated from the French original. Copyright Elsa Weiss. 

http://cynopolis.fr/?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBExTHd5czFGMVlhY0dveEY0cwEeZlylJk9iVbQR375aw2lbTkUv3i81OinmIVLZAR1DHmt7hJ2sKHUXNwHPMpY_aem_5mT-_QKn9nRAO3RviJ5mTQ
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Graduation Result –27-7-2025 
Intermediate – Judge – Maree Stagoll 

Assisted by Kellie McLinden 
(Qualifying score – 85 points) 

Place Name Dog Score 

1 Jo McEvoy Georgia 188 

2 Sandra Coyne Maggie 138 

3 Kellie Adams Lucy 75 

 
 

Community Companion Dog – Judge – Julie Rafferty 
Assisted by Melissa Moore 

(Qualifying score – 85 points) 

Place Name Dog Score 

1 Kellie McLinden Gus 94 

2 Andrea Taylor Clarence 88 

3 Leigh Williams Ella 65 

 
 

NOVICE AND OPEN JUDGED BY Anthony Lockett 
(Unfortunately, no passes) 

 
 

HIGHEST SCORING OBEDIENCE MEMBER 
July Graduation 

 

 
 
 

Jo McEvoy 
with 

Georgia 
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WELCOME TO THE FOLLOWING NEW MEMBERS 

 
New Members - June 

  

LAIDLAW, PAULA 
  

DORWARD, NICOLE FREDDIE Staffordshire Bull Terrier 
BOYES, DEBBIE KRUZ Rottweiler 
GIACOMELLI, DIANA HAMISH Border Collie 
JENNINGS, ANNE HUGO Dachshund 
TAYLOR, MACY ARLO Dachshund 
GRIFFIN, PEGGY KAISER Gsd  

GUILLERMO Chihuahua 
GRIFFIN, MICHAEL KAISER Gsd  

GUILLERMO Chihuahua    

New Members - July 

NAPIER, DECLAN GEORGE Kelpie X 
BLACK, REID GEORGE Kelpie X 
LIMES, SIENNA MURPHY Australia Shepherd 
JEFFERY, KATE POSSUM Kelpie 
WELLER, INIKA SHARON X 
WILSON, MEG LILLY Dalmatian 
GENTLE, DANIEL HUGO Gsd  

ZARA Gsd 
COONERTY, DANNIELLE HUGO Gsd  

ZARA Gsd 
   
New Members - August 
DOYLE, HANNAH IMMIE Border Collie 
STEPHANIE WOLFIE Dachshund 
HEWETSON, CHIARA ZIZI Cocker Spaniel 
LANG, BENJAMIN LADY Labrador X 
ROESLER, EMMA OSCAR Dalmatian 
ROWE, LORRAINE RONNIE Sheltie 
WYLLIE, SHELLEY 
SONGPHOKLANG 

ZOE Koolie X Kelpie 

JUTAMAS, CONWAY, 
CHRISTOPHER 

SASHA Labrador Retriever 

 

For all members, please remember to wear your name badge each 
week. This helps the instructors learn your names and not just 
address your dog (we tend to remember them). 
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OHS&S REMINDERS 

 

Please wear appropriate footwear when training your dog in class   No thongs. 

If your dog steps on a thong, you can fall and 
may need medical attention, plus the noise 
from thongs can distract or upset your own 
dog or other dogs. Long coats and flappy 
skirts/dresses can also distract your dog 
from training. 

 
 

WARNING: Please do not touch or walk close to 

unattended dogs that are tied to a fence or post etc. This also 
includes dogs that are in crates.  
‘When dogs are tethered or contained, they see the area around 
them as “their” space and will protect it. Be aware and walk at 
least 2 meters away from them. You shouldn’t be patting or 
interacting with a tethered or crated dog without permission 
from the owner. 

 

 

 “Please give me space” 

At some time, you may see someone wearing a 

vest like this. Please respect a fellow member and 

their dog when they are wearing this Fluro yellow 

vest and keep a reasonable distance away from 

the dog. ALWAYS attract the handler’s attention 

before approaching. Remember not all dogs are 

100% confident or friendly, they may be scared, or 

reactive around other dogs, they may be 

recovering from injury or being rehabilitated 

which is why they are attending the club classes. If 

you wish to use a vest, please speak to one of the 

instructors.  
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The Club polo shirts and zip front 

fleece jackets are now available. 

Check out your size in the Clubhouse. 
 

Colour: Royal blue with white trim plus club logo. 

Fabric: Driwear mini-waffle knit, easy care. 

Polos: $30 each, Zip Front Fleece Jackets: - $38 each 

Club Merchandise Items for Sale 

Club badges (enamel) 

$6.50 Club cloth decals 

Collars to fit your needs 

Dog leads (soft) - from $8.50 

Dumbbells -from $10 (plastic, floats in 

water) Liver Treats $3.50 
 
Just ask a committee member to help if you need 
anything 
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A WORD FROM 

OUR SPONSORS 
 

PLEASE SUPPORT OUR SPONSORS, THEY SUPPORT YOUR CLUB. 

 

REMEMBER WHEN YOU SHOP AT OR GO TO ANY OF OUR SPONSOR  

BUSINESSES LET THEM KNOW YOU ARE FROM THE CLUB 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Dr Anna Richards BVSC. 

and Associates 
 

103 McLennan St 
P O Box 231, 

MOOROOPNA VIC 3629 
Phone 03 5825 3911 

Fax: 03 5825 3229 
 

www.causewayvet.com.au 
 

Anna & Sue welcome you to the Causeway Veterinary Clinic and offer a full range of veterinary services for 
small animals, they are as dedicated to looking after your animal as they are to their own. This family-owned 
business has operated for many years providing the ultimate in pet care for your beloved family members. 

  

http://www.causewayvet.com.au/
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EVERY MAN AND HIS DOG STILL GO TO GV BATTERIES 
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SHEPPARTON & DISTRICT 
OBEDIENCE DOG CLUB INC. 

ESTABLISHED 1974 
 

PO Box 6230, SHEPPARTON VIC 3632 

Email: sheppartonobedience@gmail.com 

Website: www.sheppartonobedience.net 

CHAS JOHNSON RESERVE 

Cnr Balaclava Road and Packham Street, SHEPPARTON 

BEGINNER CLASS Starts 9.00 am: 1st Sunday of each month February to 

November 

Bring current vaccination certificate, toy/food for positive reinforcement. 
 

 

Basic Obedience to high competition standard taught,  

plus, Agility/Jumping, Rally-O, Tricks, Scent work 

 
 

mailto:sheppartonobedience@gmail.com
http://www.sheppartonobedience.net/

